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ACT ONE
SCENE A
FADE | N:

| NT. BULLPEN - MORNING (D-1)
(Beth, Matthew, Talking Ball (V.Q))

Beth’ s readi ng the newspaper at her desk. Matthew
crosses to her and reads over her shoul der.

BETH
Matthew, will you pl ease stop
readi ng over ny shoul der?
MATTHEW
But this is fun. This way we can
tal k about the news together.
BETH
|’ mnot reading the articles,
" m | ooking at the bra ads.
MATTHEW
(RELIEVED) Ch, I'mso glad you
said that, ne too.
BETH
Matt hew, here, just take it,

okay? What are you doi ng anyway?
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MATTHEW
Oh, yeah. How would you like to
get in on the business
opportunity of a lifetinme?

BETH
About as nmuch as I'd like to
sniff the green stuff that gets
in between ny toes on noi st
Sunday afternoons.

MATTHEW
Ckay, is that nore or less than
a buttl oad?

BETH
If this is one of those get rich
qui ck schenes, save it.

MATTHEW
No, this is legit, Beth. W're
tal king two thousand to three
t housand dol lars a week, right from
hone.

BETH
(NOWEXCI TED) Ch ny Cod, that is

legit. What do they do?

A
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MATTHEW
They are the | argest distributor
of sports equi pnent for blind
athletes in the world. You know
the tal ki ng basebal | ? That was
their idea.

BETH
No way.

MATTHEW
Yeah, see, |ook. (PULLING OQUT
BASEBALL FROM HI S BAG You j ust
throwit to a batter and it

tells himhow close the ball is.

letting go of the ball, Matthew slowy

pushes it through the air toward Beth.

TALKI NG BALL (V.Q)
(ROBOT VO CE) C oser. Very
cl ose.

BETH
(1 MPRESSED) Wow, Matthew, that’s
so cool!

MATTHEW
| know! Here, you lob it to ne,
and 1'Il pretend to be the

batter.

CTA
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Matt hew takes a ruler and holds it |ike a bat, and

cl oses his eyes.

Beth crosses to a few feet away

and takes a pitcher’s stance.

A
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MATTHEW ( CONT’ D)
Now don’t tell me when you're
going to toss it, okay?

Beth throws the ball overhand.

MATTHEW ( CONT’ D)
You see, this ball is so
sensitive--

TALKI NG BALL (V.0Q)
Cl oser. ..

The ball beans Matthew in the head. He falls down.

CUT TGO

OPENI NG CREDI TS

A
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ACT ONE
SCENE B
FADE | N:

| NT. BULLPEN - LATER (D-1)
(Beth, Matthew, Catherine, Bill)

Beth and Matthew are sitting with bags full of
sports equi prent.

BETH
Matthew, this better be worth
it. Fourteen hundred dollars is
a lot to spend on sonme pyramd
schene.

MATTHEW
This isn't a pyram d schene.
They said we’re “nmanagenent
trainees.” CGet it?
( CONSPI RATORI ALLY) | rmean, read
between the lines, Beth. | think
they’ re training us to be

manager s.
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Catherine crosses to Beth and Matt hew.
BETH
VWl l, when are we going to be

done with our training?

CTA



NewsRadi o “The Bill of Wongs”

CATHERI NE
( OVERHEARI NG When you each find
four other schrmucky people to
| ay down fourteen hundred bucks.
Bill crosses to Beth, Catherine, and Matthew.
MATTHEW
Hey Bill, you want to join our
nmoney- maki ng vent ure?
Bl LL
|"msorry, ny friend, | already
run a nmail-order pornography
busi ness. Wy, what have you
got ?
MATTHEW
Bal | s.
Bl LL
If you think I’ mjoining your
pyram d schene, you sure do.
BETH
How about com ng under nme, Bill?
Bill pauses a nonment to reflect.
BI LL
Wl l, Beth, that depends if you
mean nme comi ng under your balls,

or...
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BETH
Bill!
Bl LL
(PROPCSI TI ONI NG Cat heri ne. ..
CATHERI NE
Not unless your willing to pony up a
| ot nmore than fourteen hundred.
Bl LL
Then | guess not.
MATTHEW
Am | m ssing sonethi ng?
BETH
(SINCERE) You are so disgusting, Bill.
| just asked you a regul ar question.
Bl LL
|"msorry, sweetie, | couldn't
help it. Here, let nme nmake it
better by buying your crap.
BETH

Real | y?

/A
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Bl LL
(RUMMAG NG I N HI' S POCKET) Sure,
let nme get out ny wallet. (BEAT)
Ch wait, | just renmenbered that
there’s no way in hell I'm
payi ng fourteen hundred dollars

f or basebal | s.
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BETH

Forget it.

seem pretty put off by Bill.

CATHERI NE
Bill, why don’'t you do everyone
a favor and take the rest of the
day off.

Bl LL
| think | speak for all of us
when | say, “nake ne.”

MATTHEW
(SINCERE) Bill, no really, |
think Catherine’s right. You ve

gone over board.

BI LL
| know |’ ve alienated you all,
but does anyone want to back ne
up on the irony of Matthew
giving subtlety tips?

BETH

| know, hell o--

Bet h qui ckly stops herself as Catherine shoots her

a | ook.

CUT TGO

/A
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ACT ONE
SCENE C

| NT. DAVE'S COFFI CE - CONTINUQUS (D-1)
(Ji nmy, Dave, Bill)

Dave’s at his desk. Jimmy sits opposite him

JI MW
Dave, this is hard for me to
say, because | know how much you
|l oved the man. So if you need a
shoul der to cry on or sonet hing,
just tell me and |11 get
sonmeone.

DAVE
That’ s very kind, sir. Wo are
we tal ki ng about ?

JI MW
Si non Gal vin. He passed away on
Monday. |’ m sorry.

DAVE

Sorry for what?
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JI MW
| thought you two were

i nsepar abl e.
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DAVE
Despite five restraining orders
in three states, yes.
JI MwY
So you’' re not depressed.
DAVE
On the contrary, | think | feel
alittle lighter. Quite giddy,
really.
JI MW
Good. Can’t stand a cry-baby.
But you might want to take that
part out of your final draft.
DAVE
Final draft of what?
JI MwY
Si mon wanted you to deliver his
eul ogy.
DAVE
Si non hated ne.
JI MW
Apparently. He's having you do

it in your undies.

/A
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DAVE
Well, too bad for him He's

dead.
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JI MW
Dave, Sinobn was a very rich man
wi th a huge broadcasting enpire.
Your little speech there in your
ski vvi es does not go unrewarded
inhis wll.

DAVE
So he’'s trying to bribe nme from
his grave. How pathetic.

JI MW
Actually, he willed the cash and
property to ne if | nmade you do
it.

DAVE
So he’s trying to bribe you from
the grave.

JI MW
Yeah, and m ssi on acconpli shed.
But I'll cut you in for ten

percent, what do you say?
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DAVE
| wouldn’t deliver a eulogy for
that man in a three piece suit,
fedora, sarong, nuunuu and fake
beard, let alone in ny

under wear .
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JI MW
But Dave, you're mssing the
point. There’ s noney invol ved.
DAVE
M. Janmes, Sinon’s whole |ife was
dedi cated to playing practica
j okes on nme. Dead or not, this is
just another sick notch in his
belt of pranks.
JI MW
It’s water under the bridge, Dave.
DAVE
Hardly. He paid a counselor to
put uraniumin ny toothpaste at
geol ogy canp.
JI MW

But you were a kid.
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DAVE
No | wasn’t, that was only-- |
nmean, sure, okay, bad example. |’ m
not saying that it wouldn't be
nice to have the last word, so to
speak, in our little feud, but
with all of his idiot friends
there at the funeral, who're just
as nean as he was, | think |1

t ake a pass.
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JI MW

Oh, cone on. Be a sport.

DAVE
No.

JI MW
Be a pal.

DAVE
Sorry.

JI MW
Be enpl oyed.

DAVE

Boxers or tighty-whiteys?
Ji my gets up.
JI MW
That’s up to you. Let me know
how it goes.
DAVE
You’' re not going to come?
JI MW
Don’t be gross, Dave.
Bill enters.
Bl LL
(TO DAVE) You wanted to see

me?
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DAVE

Yeah, Bill. Have a seat.
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Jimy exits.

JI MW
(OFF DAVE'S LOOK) Vell, 1'd
better skeedaddl e. Renenber
Dave, dark colors. This is stil
a funeral.

DAVE
"1l try not to enbarrass the

station, sir.

Bl LL
What is it, chief?
DAVE
Bill, I'"ve been on the phone all
norning with | awers.
BI LL
I's that a new ni ne hundred
nunber? You are a |onely man.
DAVE
Actual ly, we were discussing you
Bl LL
Spare nme your tawdry sex chat

f ant asi es, Dave.

/A
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DAVE
Bill, listen to ne. Real |awyers.
WNYX' s | awyers. Your comrents on
the air recently have | anded us

in real hot water.
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Bl LL

What comment s?

Dave lifts a huge pile of transcripts fromthe

fl oor,

puts it on his desk, and takes the top page.

DAVE
( READI NG W THOUT HUMOR) “Have
you ever seen the ass on
Madel ei ne Al bright? dinton
must’ ve thought the position was
for ‘Secretary of Steak.’” First
of all, this is a news station.
You're not paid to do commentary
of any kind, let alone politica
ass j okes.

BI LL
That is news. | don't think
many peopl e know how bi g her
ass is.

DAVE
Yeah, a real nystery sol ved,
Bill, thanks. Howard Stern this
norni ng cal l ed your remarks
i nappropriate and unfair.

Bl LL
W1l soneone put a nuzzle on

t hat goody- goody?

/A
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DAVE
And your crude conments here in
the office have started to wear
thin with your coll eagues as wel .

Bl LL
One to grow on, Dave

DAVE
| want you to see sonmeone about
your sensitivity.

BI LL
| already took that test, and
pictures of little boys do
not hing for ne.

DAVE
| mean like a diversity trainer.
Sonmeone who' Il show you what is
consi dered offensi ve and what
isn't.

Bl LL
Well, as long as the trainer’s

hot .

/A
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DAVE
Actually, the only person at the
station who took the station's
diversity classes was Matt hew,
so he’ll have to be your

i nstructor.

/A
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Bl LL
What ? | can’t be under Matthew s
tutel age, Dave. My honor is at
st ake.

DAVE
Ri ght now, your job is at stake.
Now, you know we all like you
here. (ABRUPTLY LAUGHS) Sorry,
that was unfair. But you know
what | nmean. We don’t want to
have to act on this, but | think
sendi ng out a press rel ease
stating that you’re undergoi ng
diversity training mght be the
only way to let us keep you. So
you' re going to take it and pass
it. And fromnow on, you're
goi ng to behave here around the
of fice.

Bl LL
Al'l right, Dave. You w n.

Consider ne a new Bill.

/A
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Bill extends his hand and they shake.
DAVE
Geat. I'Il tell Matthew and

we'll start tonorrow.
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Bl LL
Hey Dave, do you think we can
use Cat herine for the sexua

har assment denonstrations?

CUT TGO

31.

/A
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ACT ONE

SCENE D
I NT. BULLPEN DAVE' S OFFI CE - LATER (D-1)
(Dave, Catherine, Joe, Bill, Matthew, Beth, Jimmy,
Li sa)

Dave holds forth at a staff neeting.
DAVE
And | ast but not least, 1'd |ike
to announce that WNYX has
finally come out of the dark
ages and into cyberspace with
our brand new web page, courtesy
of Joe.
Staff appl auds, wallas approval .
CATHERI NE
(TOJOE) | didn't know you coul d

desi gn web pages.

/A
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JCE
Nothing to it. | just took some
pl astic, a sem conductor and
about twenty feet of cable wire

and boom There you go.
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CATHERI NE

For a web page?

JCE
Well, | had to nake the conputer
first.

DAVE

Yes, the web page is an integra
part of our conputer.

CATHERI NE
That doesn’t nean you have to
start from scratch.

DAVE
Actually it does, because | nean
that literally. Apparently, our
web page is only accessible
t hrough our mai nframe conputer
upstairs, for reasons known only
to Joe.

JCE
(OFF CATHERINE'S LOOK) It’s very
conpl ex.

DAVE
Vell, if no one has anything

else, | think that's it.

/A
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Bl LL
Dave, aren’t you forgetting
sonet hi ng?
DAVE
No, actually, that’s all | had.
MATTHEW
You know, about the (TRYING PI G
LATIN) eul ogy-ay in your
under wear - ay?
DAVE
(LOOKI NG AROUND | NNOCENTLY) I’ m
sorry, you |lost ne.
BETH
What are you guys tal ki ng about ?
DAVE
Peopl e, can we just get back to
wor k, pl ease?
Bl LL
The eul ogy for Sinon Galvin
you' re doing tonight in your
under wear, Dave.
DAVE
(UPSET) Still drawi ng a bl ank,
Bill. Wiy don’t you be nore

specific, if you possibly could.
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Bl LL
Oh, don’t try to hide it. Jimy
told Matthew and | all about it.
DAVE
M. Janes..
JI MW
Aw, conme on, Dave, it was just
too good. | had to tell at |east
one soul about it. And Bill
DAVE
Two sound choi ces, sir.
LI SA
Simon Gal vin died?
DAVE
Yes, fortunately, he did. | just

have to ful fill

hum [iating stunt for his

enj oynent while he burns
eternally in Hell, and
done with himforever

LI SA

this one | ast

1’1l be

Wiy don’t you just say no? He is dead.

/A
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DAVE
Because I’'mnot a quitter. |
handl ed hi s adol escent pranks
for fifteen years. By doing this
and surviving after he's pulled
t he | ast obnoxi ous joke he can
ever possibly pull, it’ll show
that I won. (SMALL) In ny m nd
only, of course, ‘cause, you
know, he’s dead, but still...

Bl LL
Dave, rest assured I’'ll be there
to see you... through this.

DAVE
No thanks, Bill, I think Il
stare this one down al one.

JCE
Dave, we insist.

DAVE
That’s fine, guys, | appreciate
it, really. But no way in hel
you' re seeing me in shorts.

Bl LL
(TO STAFF) 1'Il have directions to

the nortuary on ny desk.



NewsRadi o “The Bill of Wongs” 38

Everyone gets up quickly while Dave surni ses what

j ust happened. Recovering, Dave calls to Bill and
Mat t hew.
DAVE
Bill, Matthew, can | see you

over here, please?
Matthew, Bill, and Dave adjourn to Dave's office.

I NT. DAVE' S OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS

DAVE ( CONT' D)
Now Bill, |I've told Matthew
about the sensitivity training,

and he’s agreed to help.

A
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It occurs to

MATTHEW
(TO BILL) Don’t you worry about
a thing, buddy, we’'re going to
see you through this.
Bill that he’s in the Twilight Zone.
DAVE
| know this won't be the easiest
thing, but you ve got to let Matthew
give you the sensitivity training

that lets you keep this job.

Matt hew pretends to | ook severely at Bill.

Jimy enters.

MATTHEW
Yeah. (LAUGHS) Just ki ddi ng.
may seem strict, but | think you
just have to learn how to work

with me, and it’ll be fine.

JI MW
You're fired, Bill. (OFF BILL
AND DAVE S LOOKS) Ch, sorry, |
j unped the gun
Bl LL
M. Janes, you're not a party to

this too, are you?

/A



NewsRadi o “The Bill of Wongs” 40. I/ A

JI MW
Dave, how many sponsors pulled

out |ast week ‘cause of Bill?
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DAVE
Last week? Five, sir.

JI MwY
(CONTROLLI NG H'S ANGER) Bil I,
let me tell you sonething about
t he radi o busi ness.

Bl LL
What’'s that, sir?

JI MW
You' re fired.

DAVE
Well, don't you worry about a
thing, M. Janes. | think you Il

be singing a different tune

t onor r ow.
JI MwY
Way' s that?
DAVE

Because we’ve put the entire burden of

responsibility on Matthew s shoul ders.
Dave, a smle frozen on his face, takes a nice |ong
pause as he lets what he just said seep in. In
fact, Bill and Jinmy ponder that one, too. Then
Dave turns around to Matthew.

DAVE
(CALM Matthew, you were just

about to--
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MATTHEW
(NOT HEAR NG What...?
DAVE
Fal | down.

I medi ately, Matthew skates off his feet as if he
was on wheels and falls flat on his back. Dave

| ooks at Bill.
Bl LL
(TO JI MWY) d eani ng out ny desk,
sir.
Bill exits. Dave nods resignedly.
FADE OUT

END OF ACT ONE

/A
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ACT TWO
SCENE E
FADE | N:
I NT. FUNERAL PARLOR - THAT EVENI NG (N-1)

(Matt hew, Dave, Steve, Lisa, Catherine, Joe, Bill,
Bet h)

Dave is at the podiumin underclothes while the
guests, including the staff at WNYX, except for
Jimmy, take their seats in the audience. Steve, the
deceased’s son, also is in the audience.

Matt hew crosses to Dave, who seens quite
enbarrassed and preoccupi ed behind his snile.

MATTHEW
Hey Dave, | just wanted to thank you
for having enough faith in nme to give
Bill that training. | think you nmade
the right choi ce.

DAVE

You were the only choice, Matthew.
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MATTHEW

(FLATTERED) Okay, Dave, no need to

spread it so thick. You re wel cone.

( UNCRUWPLI NG SOVE PAPER) Listen, |
know how rmuch you’ ve been worrying
about this eulogy thing, so | cane

up with sone stuff you can say.

45.

/A
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DAVE
You knew Si non?

MATTHEW
No, it’s nore about just dead
people in general. | figured
that now that |I'’mthe, you know,
“go-to guy” at the office and
all, | better step up to the
plate for the old Davester.

DAVE
Thanks, Matthew.

MATTHEW
You bet.

Matt hew | eaves the paper on the podi um and takes
his seat.

DAVE
Thank you all for comng. First 1'd
like to thank Hanes for sponsoring
my eul ogy today. |’ m honored to have
been chosen by Sinon to speak on his
behal f. He was a very giving man,
just, | guess, not of clothes.
(LAUGHS) In fact, nostly what he
gave was grief. | mean “Stief”. Hs

beautiful son Stief.
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STEVE

St eve.
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DAVE
Even better.
LI SA
(SOTTO Unh oh.
CATHERI NE
What ?
LI SA
| think he’s going to lose it.
He’s got that |look in his eyes.
CATHERI NE
You' re | ooking at his eyes?
LI SA
Way woul d you want to | ook
anywhere el se?
CATHERI NE
Sanme reason | can’t hel p but
| ook at accidents on the road.
DAVE
You know what? | can’t do this. |
thought | was able to laugh this
whol e thing off, but no, |I’m not
letting Sinon rack up another

scam
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MATTHEW
(TO LI SA AND CATHERI NE) | don’t

think he’s using ny stuff.
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Li sa and Cat herine continue their conversation,
i gnoring Matthew.

LI SA
(TO CATHERINE) Is that sonme kind
of knock on nme for having gone
out with hinf

CATHERI NE
No, not at all, Lisa. Believe
me, it takes all kinds.

LI SA
Because | never had to see him
in full light, you know. It was
al ways very dark.

CATHERI NE
Honey, |’ m wearing sungl asses,
it’s not hel ping.

DAVE
And 1'll bet that Sinon isn't
even dead. That this whole
funeral business is a stunt,
i ke everything else in his
life. He's probably going to pop
right out of this box...

Dave flips open the casket.
DAVE ( CONT’ D)

And get right up...
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Dave pulls up on Sinmon and suddenly |ets him go.
Sinon’s clearly dead. The guests are aghast.
Dave’'s cl early dead.
DAVE ( CONT’ D)
O, you know, not.
Dave | aughs weakly, and grasps for Matthew s
crunpl ed notes. Several guests are in tears.
DAVE ( CONT’ D)
Un.. (READING *“You know, the Spanish
refer to their dead as ‘Las Dead.’”
MATTHEW
(TO H MSELF, SATISFIED) That’'s it.
Bring ‘em hone, big daddy.
DAVE
(BOWNNG H' S HEAD) And now, for a
nonment of silence.

CUT TGO
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ACT TWO
SCENE H
I NT. DAVE' S OFFI CE - NEXT AFTERNOON (D 2)
(Matthew, Bill, Dave, Catherine, Jimy)
Matt hew and Bill have been going at the training

for some tine now.
Bl LL
Matthew, this is pointless.

W’ ve been at this all day.

MATTHEW
Bill, let’s just focus, OK?
We'll review the basics. The

appropriate way of referring to
women is. ..
BI LL
Hoes.
MATTHEW
| wasn’t finished.
BI LL
Oh, I'msorry. | thought it was

a test.

/A
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MATTHEW
Maybe we shoul d start over.
Hoes, chicks, babes, that’s all
out, okay? There are wonen, and

then there are girls.
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Bl LL
What about nen?
MATTHEW
Men are just nen.
Bl LL
Can | call nen hoes?
MATTHEW
(STUVPED) | never thought about
that. (FLIPPI NG THROUGH HI S
REFERENCE) You are way too good,
Bill. You should be training ne.
Mat t hew buries his head in his reference book. Dave enters.
DAVE
Al'l right, guys, hows it
progressing? Are we sensitive yet?
Bl LL
Stop it, Dave, you're hurting ny
feel i ngs.
DAVE
| guess not. Matthew, how s our

little wal king | awsuit doi ng?
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MATTHEW
Frankly, not very well. (REFERRI NG
TO BOOK) According to ny nanual,
he’s still clinging to his nale-
dom nated pattern of socio-soc-
societ-lah! This is hard to say.

DAVE
Wi ch basically neans he’'s got a
potty nout h.

MATTHEW
| don’t know what it means. |’'m
still trying to find out why they
put the kosher sign in the front of
t he book. (SHOW NG DAVE) See, that
little “c” with the circle around
it, right before the year?

DAVE
Ch ny Cod.

MATTHEW
| know, it's been really bugging
ne.

Bl LL
By the way, Dave, nice job at
the eul ogy yesterday. Really got

me right here.

/A
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DAVE
Let’s not tal k about that, okay?
Bl LL
Wiy not? That was the nopst
beautiful thing in underwear

since nmy bedroom | ast weekend.

Cat heri ne enters.

/A
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Jimy enters
of hot dogs,

CATHERI NE
| heard all about Bill, Dave,
and I want front row seats.
DAVE
Catherine, this is a private conference.
CATHERI NE
But I'mhere to | end support.
BI LL
Thank you, Catheri ne.
CATHERI NE
To the other side.
DAVE
Catherine, | really don't think
we should be making Bill’'s
sensitivity training into a
spectator sport.

in full sports attire, with a couple
sodas, and some nachos.

JI MW
Ckay, guys, let’s get toit, I'm
a very busy man.

DAVE
M. Janes..

CATHERI NE

Dog, Jimy?

/A
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JI MW

Comn’ right at ya'.
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MATTHEW
Qoh, yeah, ne too.

Jimy tosses wrapped hot dogs to Catherine and
Mat t hew.

DAVE
M. Janes, please. You said
yourself that if Bill doesn’t
take to the training he's fired.

CATHERI NE
(GLEAM IN HER EYE) Did you say
fired?

DAVE
(REALI ZI NG Oh, here we go...

Cat heri ne approaches Bill.

CATHERI NE
Bill, you know what you say when
agirl be fly?

Bl LL
(INTOIT) “Hey, Fly Grl, how
“bout boarding nmy Air Force
One?”

CATHERI NE

Ri ght on.
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Catherine and Bill slap five. Catherine then makes
a grand gesture to Dave as if to present Bill and
say, “See?”

DAVE

Cat herine, don’t encourage him

61.

/A
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Matt hew sits on the | edge of Dave’s bull pen w ndow
and starts fiddling with the blinds.

CATHERI NE
|’mjust trying to show you that
the man i s beyond hel p.
DAVE
Vell, that’s why we have Matthew
on it. Mtthew. ..
Mat t hew catches his armin the blinds.
DAVE ( CONT’ D)
Matt hew, what’s next on Bill’s
pr ogr anf?
MATTHEW
Un.. Wiit, hang on.
Mat t hew struggl es with the blinds.

CUT 1O

/A
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ACT TWD
SCENE J

| NT. BULLPEN - SI MULTANEQUS (D 2)
(Beth, Lisa, Matthew, Dave, Bill, Catherine, Jinmy)

Beth crosses to Lisa at Lisa's desk.

BETH
Hey Li sa.

LI SA
Not i nterested.

BETH
You didn’'t even hear ny pitch.
At least | had the courtesy to
hear the pitch

LI SA
You had the courtesy to get
totally suckered, Beth, and |
want no part of it.

BETH
But that’s not fair. How cone
|’mthe only one who can be

sucker ed?
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LI SA
(STANDI NG UP) | don’t know, good
question. All the warning signs
were there.
BETH
What are you tal ki ng about? The
products are good.
LI SA
(DRILLING IT IN) Beth. You are
selling baseballs that tal k when
you chuck them at blind people.
Now how nuch did you pay to get
in?
BETH
Fourteen hundred dol |l ars.
LI SA
And to whom did you give that
nmoney?
Matt hew falls out of Dave’'s open wi ndow into the
bul | pen, wapped in the blinds. He struggles out of
them gets up and re-enters Dave' s office.
Li sa and Beth can see the rest of the gang (sans
Joe) through Dave’s wi ndow. The gang | ooks back at

Li sa and Beth. Beth seeks solace in Lisa s arns.

CUT TO
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ACT TWDO
SCENE K
| NT. DAVE' S COFFI CE - MOMENTS LATER (D 2)
(Ji my, Dave, Catherine, Bill, Matthew)
Dave is shutting the w ndow, while Matthew dusts
hinmself off. Bill |ooks pretty hopel ess.
JI MW

Now, | ook, guys, we’'re kind of up a
creek here with this politica
correct thing.

CATHERI NE
I nsi sting on a broadcast which
refrains frominsulting wonen is
hardly a matter of political

correctness.
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JI MW

(AFTER A BEAT, DI SM SSI VE) kay,
thanks for that. In any case,
we’ ve got a situation on our
hands. And Bill, you know I

woul d hate to | ose you. But |
woul d hate to lose a | awsuit
even nore. (TURNING H S BASEBALL
CAP AROUND) So let’s put our

rally caps on!

/A
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MATTHEW
(CLAPPING Rally caps! Rally

caps!

drops his head into his hands.

DAVE
Al right, Matthew, go for it.
MATTHEW
Ckay. Now Bill, let's pretend
|’ m Catherine and you're Bill,
but like a good Bill, you know.
So |’ m com ng down the hall and,
you know, |’ m | ooking pretty
fine. What do you say?
Bl LL
(SULLEN) | don’t know, Matthew,
this isn't working. Fire me now.
CATHERI NE
(TO JI MWY) You heard him
JI MW
You're fired, Bill.
Bl LL
Sir, with all due respect, I'm
t he biggest draw this station’s

got .

/A
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CATHERI NE

You draw the bi ggest paycheck.
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DAVE
Wait, | think there’s a way we
can get our sponsors back and
still keep Bill’s job.
CATHERI NE
It’s never going to work, Dave.
DAVE
| haven’t even said what it is
yet.
CATHERI NE
Ch yeah, | forgot to wait for
t hat .
DAVE
What | was going to say was that we
tenporarily | ower advertiser
rates...
JI MW
That’s all | needed to hear.
Dave, you're fired. Catherine,
you' re the new news director.
CATHERI NE
Thank you, Jinmmy. Bill, you're

fired.

/A
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JI MWY
That’s the stuff, Catherine. Bill,

don’t make me call security.

BI LL
Wait, | was behaving so well.
CATHERI NE
For a pinp.
DAVE
Cat heri ne. .
CATHERI NE

Don't you start with me. You're
a fine exanple, parading around
i n your underwear.

DAVE
Yes, but let ne just point out
that that was on nmy own tine.
And | was not parading.

MATTHEW
Uh, excuse ne, um hello? |
believe I"'mthe one who is

supposed to be in charge here.
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DAVE
Matt hew, that you were the only one
in the building who had such a
shanel essly friendl ess existence
that you were willing to | earn how
to spell woman with a “y” in
sensitivity classes held every
Saturday night for fourteen weeks
over the sumrer in Newark while the
rest of us were on vacation or maybe
just watching TV does not nean
you' re in charge.

MATTHEW
Oh, dam, that’s right.

Bl LL
Peopl e, people, please. This al
apparently has cone down to ne,
so it’s my responsibility to fix
it. Nowif the groups that were
conplaining are willing to
accept a formal apology for ny
past indiscretions, that | can
read over the air, perhaps we
can put these ugly incidents

behi nd us.

/A
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A beat as the group ponders this.
JI MW
"1l get on the horn with the
| awyers.
DAVE
"1l start witing your apol ogy.
Bl LL
Dave, I'mnot a child. | can
wite ny own damm apol ogi es.
DAVE
G ve nme your first sentence.
BI LL
(THINKING “To all those cry-
baby nut cases |’ve offended...”
DAVE
"Il wite the apol ogy.
Matt hew crosses to the door, opens it, and steps out.
MATTHEW
(TO DAVE) Look’s like this
situation is under control. But if
this ever flares up again, you know
where to find ne.
DAVE

On the fl oor.
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MATTHEW
(NOT HEARI NG) What ?

Mat t hew i nexplicably falls on his back again.
Cat heri ne crosses to the door.

DAVE
Sorry it didn't work out for you
Cat herine. Better |uck next tine.
CATHERI NE
That’ s okay. Wth Bill, there’l
al ways be next tines.
DAVE
No, | nean next tine you have
your friends call to conplain
about Bill, make sure they don’t
| eave their real names and your
addr ess.
Caught, Catherine smiles broadly. She exits,

cursing her friends sotto. Dave plops hinself on
hi s couch.

/A
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JI MW
So howdid it go at Sinobn's
eul ogy | ast night?

DAVE
Don't ask. | made a fool of
nmysel f, desecrated his dead
body, and I think I gave nyself
a wedgi e.

JI MW
Vell, his |awer already sent ne
t he check, so whatever

DAVE
Yes, but speaking of p.r.
problens, | think what | did
m ght have created sonethi ng of
a flap for the station. | don't
know what got into ne.

JI MW
Dave, there’'s one thing you
al ways got to renenber about
life.

DAVE

What’'s that, sir?
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JI MW
| don’t know, | forget. That's
too bad, it was a good one,
t 0o.
DAVE
| mean, maybe it was that | had
to deliver a eulogy half-naked
in front of a bunch of strangers
in a norgue, but it could be
that 1'’mjust generally very
stressed in ny life right now.
JI MW
No, | think it’s the norgue-
naked t hing.
DAVE
At least it’s the last of Sinon
and his efforts to enbarrass ne.
JI MW
( LOOKI NG AROUND | NNOCENTLY)
Ri ght. Exactly, Dave. (UNDER H S
BREATH) Except for the video
t hey nmade of your speech from
surveil |l ance caneras. Later

alligator!
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Jimy exits.

CUT TO
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ACT TWO
SCENE M

| NT. BULLPEN ELEVATOR FOYER - CONTI NUOUS (D 2)
(Beth, Matthew, Joe, Tennis Racket (V.Q.), Jinmy)

Jimy crosses fromDave's office and exits to the
el evator foyer.

Beth and Matthew sit at Matthew s desk with their
sports equi prent.

BETH
Matt hew, no one wants to buy our
stuff or join the pyramd
MATTHEW
Just be patient. Sports equi pnent
for the blind is an acquired
taste for people who can see.
BETH
Maybe we shoul d go down to the
Center for the Blind and sel

our stuff there.

/A
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MATTHEW
No, | already went there.
said it, like, sucked or

sonet hi ng.

They

79.

/A
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BETH
The blind told you it sucked?
MATTHEW
Sonmething like that. | tuned
themout after a while. You know
how your brain just goes “waw
waw waw. ”
BETH
That’s it, Matthew, | quit. How
do you get a refund?
MATTHEW
| don’t think they give refunds, Beth.
BETH
You are such a jerk. How did I
ever get locked into this ness?
Joe crosses to Beth and Matthew.
MATTHEW
Hey, | want out, too. But how
are we going to unload all this
stuff?
JCE
(RE: EQUI PMENT) Hey, what'’'s al

this?
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BETH
Matt hew got me into this pyramd
schenme selling sports stuff for

the blind.

81.

/A



NewsRadi o “The Bill of Wongs” 82.

JCE
Ww, a tennis racket.
Joe swings the tal king racket.
TENNI S RACKET (V. O.)
Watch out. Watch out.
JCE
Cool . How nmuch you want for
t hi s?
BETH
You really want to buy this from
us? It’s like, fourteen hundred
dol l ars.
JCE
Hel | yeah, | want to buy it.
This’ Il make great duct tape
once | grind it down.
BETH
Al right! Thanks, Joe.
MATTHEW
Yeah, thanks.
JCE

Yeah, you got it.
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Joe exits to the foyer, carrying the racket and
Matt hew s duffel bag of equi prment.

| NT. ELEVATOR FOYER - CONTI NUQUS

Joe enters and crosses to Jimy, who is waiting for
an el evator.

/A
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JCE
Hey M. Janes, | just got a
bunch of stuff for blind people.
I’ mthinking charitable
contribution here.

JI MW
How nuch you want ?

JCE
Fi ve thousand.

JI MW
Make it ten, |’ m buying anot her
yacht this year. Just take it
out of petty cash.

JCE
Sure. Thanks.

Jinmmy exits onto the elevator. Joe exits to the
bul | pen.

FADE OUT

END OF ACT TWO




